Development Guide
Creative Commons License Agreements
What are Creative Commons License Agreements?
Creative Commons (CC) is a non-profit organization devoted to expanding the range of creative
works available for others to build upon legally and to share. The organization has released
several copyright licenses known as Creative Commons licenses. These licenses allow creators
to communicate which rights they reserve, and which rights they waive for the benefit of
recipients or other creators.[1] Creative Commons licensing agreements are available as
follows:

Attribution
This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even
commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most
accommodating of licenses offered, in terms of what others can do with your works
licensed under Attribution.

Attribution Share Alike
This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even for commercial
reasons, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical
terms. This license is often compared to open source software licenses. All new works
based on yours will carry the same license, so any derivatives will also allow commercial
use.

Attribution No Derivatives
This license allows for redistribution, commercial and non-commercial, as long as it is
passed along unchanged and in whole, with credit to you.

Attribution Non-Commercial
This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and
although their new works must also acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they
don’t have to license their derivative works on the same terms.

Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives
This license is the most restrictive of the six main licenses, allowing redistribution. This
license is often called the “free advertising” license because it allows others to download
your works and share them with others as long as they mention you and link back to
you, but they can’t change them in any way or use them commercially.

http://cid.vcc.ca/
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Educational Value
As an educator or as a student CC licensed works may be shared, remixed, used commercially, or any
combination thereof. Educators can seek collaboration opportunities from sources such as the Open
Database of Educational Projects and Organizations (ODEPO)
Examples of Classroom Application
Just as students construct their knowledge by building on their existing knowledge from their
surrounding environment, Creative Commons provides opportunities for new work to build on the work
of others in ways that are limited only by ones imagination. View the following video for some examples
at http://blip.tv/file/314973
Getting Started
1. Once you have made a decision to share your work with the community, be sure that all of it is in
fact your work, and if not, be sure that you have the right to grant license to the work. If you are not
certain at this point it is important that you visit the VCC copyright guide at
http://library.vcc.ca/research/research-copyrightguide.cfm or contact Brenda Appleton at 604-4438641 (or bappleton@vcc.ca).
2. Create a Creative Commons license online by accessing the Creative Commons website at
http://creativecommons.org/license/ and select an appropriate license for your work. The site will
generate web source coding that can be added to your existing web pages as well as a link to a
webpage that what can be done with the work and under what conditions.
More Information
Educational:
http://creativecommons.org
http://opened.creativecommons.org/ODEPO_FAQ
Vancouver Community College copyright guides and policy Information:
Copyright Guide
Digital Copyright Guide
Digital Copyright Checklist [PDF, 150 KB]
Note that BC Campus provides a BC Commons licensing agreement specific to post-secondary
institutions engaged in BC Campus funded projects:
http://solr.bccampus.ca/bcc/BCcommons/publish/tag_sharelocation.html
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